Honors English 9



Name:___________________________
Surprise and Suspense


Date: ________/________/________
Surprise and Suspense unit Intro with

“Beware:  Do Not Read this poem”

Pictured this…you’re sitting in a dark movie theater, anticipating the arrival of the hooded figure into the protagonist’s bedroom, while she sleeps peacefully.  Your teeth are clenched, and you’re sitting on the edge of your seat.  Scared yet?  We’ve all experienced a moment when a movie, television show, or a story has captured us with its SURPRISE AND SUSPENSE.   The result of the use of suspense in any story becomes a riveting story that the reader cannot put down until finished. 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
· [image: image1.wmf]How do authors create SURPRISE AND SUSPENSE in their writing?

· How does an author’s purpose influence the conflicts and outcomes of their writing?

· How can SURPRISE AND SUSPENSE themes in literature be identified?
REQUIRED READING





  
REQUIRED WRITING
Frankenstein-Mary Shelley


 



Suspenseful Narrative
“The Most Dangerous Game”-Richard Connell (anchor text)
  

[image: image2.wmf]“The Cask of Amontillado”-Edgar Allan Poe (anchor text)
“Beware:  Do Not Read This Poem”-Ishmael Reed
“The Raven”-Edgar Allan Poe

Others TBA





[image: image3.wmf]SUGGESTED READING FOR SSR




The Chosen-Chaim Potok




In the Middle of the Night-Robert Cormier




Great Expectations-Charles Dickens




Gentlehands-ME Kerr




House of Stairs-William Sleator




Deathwatch-Robb White




Others - tba

Real-life Connections:  Think of a suspenseful scene from a movie that you’ve recently seen and answer the following questions concerning SURPRISE and SUSPENSE.
  1.  In a few sentences, briefly describe the suspenseful scene.
  2.  What made that scene so suspenseful?  Be specific by giving three details.

[image: image4.wmf]
3.  What was going through your mind as you watched the scene.  

  4.  How did the movie director slow down the moment of doubt?
"Beware : Do Not Read This Poem" by Ishmael Reed
tonite, thriller was 
abt an ol woman , so vain she 
surrounded herself w/ 
          many mirrors 

it got so bad that finally she 
locked herself indoors & her 
whole life became the 
          mirrors 

one day the villagers broke 
into her house , but she was too 
swift for them . she disappeared 
          into a mirror 
each tenant who bought the house 
after that , lost a loved one to 
          the ol woman in the mirror : 
          first a little girl 
          then a young woman 
          then the young woman/s husband 

the hunger of this poem is legendary 
it has taken in many victims 
back off from this poem 
it has drawn in yr feet 
back off from this poem 
it has drawn in yr legs 

back off from this poem 
it is a greedy mirror 
you are into the poem . from 
         the waist down 
nobody can hear you can they ? 
this poem has had you up to here 
          belch 
this poem aint got no manners 
you cant call out frm this poem 
relax now & go w/ this poem 

move & roll on to this poem 
do not resist this poem 
this poem has yr eyes 
this poem has his head 
this poem has his arms 
this poem has his fingers 
this poem has his fingertips 

this poem is the reader & the 
reader this poem 

statistic : the us bureau of missing persons re- 
         ports that in 1968 over 100,000 people 
          disappeared leaving no solid clues 
          nor trace     only 
a space     in the lives of their friends 


  Literary Terms:
1.  Read the poem again, annotating (i.e., labeling) examples of the following:


a.  symbol


b.  point of view


c.  tone


d.  metaphor

  2.  Explain the switches in point of view throughout the poem.

  3.  Explain how symbolism is used in this poem.

  4.  Explain how the mirror is a metaphor in this poem.
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Comprehension:  

  1.  Who is the speaker in the poem?

  2.  Who is the “you” in the poem?

  3.  How does the author create SURPRISE and SUSPENSE in this poem?  List three specific ways in which he accomplishes this.  
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