Poetry in Your Life
Day 1: Explore your poem

RESPOND: Begin with a 10 minute Reader’s Response Journal to the entire poem in general. – What is your poem about?  Why does it mean so much to you?  How does the poem make you feel?  What does it make you think about?  What lines or phrases stick out to you as memorable, particularly well-written, or uniquely stated?  Is there a particular event, person, or place that you associate with your poem?  Is there another person you think you’d like to share your poem with?  Why? You get the idea…
TRANSLATE: Paraphrase your poem: Put the poem into your own words, either line-by-line or stanza-by-stanza, depending on whichever way seems to make more sense.  Be sure to capture main ideas, cool images, powerful metaphors and similes, and probably a bit of theme too. (Some poems are loaded with figurative language in every line and need to be translated that way; other poems are best summarized in bigger chunks such as stanzas – you’ll have to decide which yours is.  Just keep in mind that the purpose is to show you understand everything about the poem, so do this so that we can easily see you “get it.”) Don’t worry about sound patterns, rhythms, rhymes, etc. or even why the author does what he/she does in the poem quite yet. 
Day 2: Analyze your poem

PREDICT: In a five minute journal, brainstorm possible themes you think your poem expresses and list what literary techniques you think you’ll find with a full analysis.  Feel free to have your poem right there with you to help you along.  Conclude with a statement of why your poem should be considered a “good” poem.
ANALYZE: Now that you’ve had the opportunity to explore your personal responses to the poem in Steps 1-3 of this mini-unit, it’s time to find out what makes it work.  Your task is to perform a full rhetorical analysis of your poem, resulting in a theme wheel, complete with theme, techniques, and quotes.  This is done exactly the same way we did with short stories; the only difference is that the techniques are different.  You will be provided with a handout to guide your work.
Day 3 & Homework – Synthesize your responses

CREATE a “presentation” of your poem. You have a variety of choices for combining and expressing your personal response, rhetorical analysis, and own evaluation of your poem.  Click HERE to review your choices and the rubric.  Remember to use the “Writing Process” as usual – drafts, storyboards & thumbnails, revisions, rehearsals, etc.
Day 4: Evaluate your work
PEER READ & FINAL REVISIONS: In a “Round Robin” small group setting, you will help each other evaluate and improve your projects.  Click HERE to get the instructions and peer reading guide.
Day 5: Present your project
PRESENT your speech or turn in your written or digital work.  Also, submit your process packet separately.
